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On remote Codfish Island off the southern coast of New Zealand live the last 91 kakapo parrots on

earth. These trusting, flightless, and beautiful birds - the largest and most unusual parrots on earth -

have suffered devastating population loss. Now, on an island refuge with the last of the species,

New Zealand's National Kakapo Recovery Team is working to restore the kakapo population. With

the help of 14 humans who share a single hut and a passion for saving these odd ground-dwelling

birds, the kakapo are making a comeback in New Zealand. Follow intrepid animal lovers Sy

Montgomery and Nic Bishop on a 10-day excursion to witness the exciting events in the life of the

kakapo.
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The child in me (my wife says that aspect of me never became "inner") was entranced by this book.

Nine pound flightless parrots that smell like honey, play peek-a-boo with humans, and growl like

puppies? Adult or child, one wants to know more!In simple, and yes, somewhat childlike language,

this book details a story that has happened many thousands of times in recent centuries: A

prevalent animal or plant species encounters humans and the animals that accompany us (dogs,

cats, rats) and is subsequently reduced to extinction, or near extinction. The beauty and intelligence

of the Kakapo make their story more poignant, but no more tragic than countless other similar tales.

What is powerful about Kakapo Rescue is the fusion of breath-taking photography and the careful,

non-judgmental telling of the impact our human presence has had on other living beings. Young and

old readers are invited to contemplate how once thriving species (whales, passenger pigeons,

kakapo) can be moved from almost innumerable abundance to catastrophic reduction by human



action, AND they are invited to contemplate how dedicated, skillful, and committed humans can

begin to undo the harm that has been done. The story of individuals, governments, and corporations

banding together to nurture a devastated species toward recovery is powerfully hopeful. Regardless

of age, a message of hope sometimes seems more a call to action than repeated and relentless

tolling of disaster.Dr.Suess attempted to tell the story of our human impact on the Earth to children

and adults in whimsical form; Kakapo Rescue tells it in stunning photos, simple and accurate prose,

and in age-appropriate scientific language. Much as I admire Dr.
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